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To

The Dean of the Faculty of Art, Charles University

The Vice-Dean for Study Affairs, the Faculty of Art, Charles University:
The Academic Senate of the Faculty of Arts, Charles University:

The Rector of Charles University

Letter of Solidarity with the Department of Adult Education and Personnel Management

09 September 2026

Dear Members of the Academic Senate of the Faculty of Arts, Charles University,

Today’s world is characterised not only by the presence of multiple changes and intersecting crises,
but also by growing feelings of disorientation and powerlessness. Research into adult learning and
education focuses precisely on how people can respond positively to changes in their lives that
unfold within a broader social context. As a field within the social sciences, adult education may be
relatively small, but it is significant and perhaps more important than ever. The Department of Adult
Education and Personnel Management at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University contributes an
enormous amount to scholarship on adult learning and education in general and to the European
Society for Research on the Education of Adults (ESREA) in particular.

We were therefore deeply concerned to learn that the above-mentioned Department is to be
dissolved and that, along with it, the possibility of maintaining an independent study programme is
also likely to disappear. Adult education, like any other academic field, cannot be successfully
cultivated without adequate institutional foundations and support. Only under such conditions can
this distinctive area of social research expertise be sustained and further developed.

Our experience over many years, both as an organisation and as individual members, of cooperation
with the Department of Adult Education and Personnel Management has been extremely positive.
Last year, the Department of Adult Education and Personnel Management won the tender to host
the ESREA Triennial conference and hosted by the Faculty of Arts in September 2025. The
conference is one of the most important events in international adult education research and
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brought academics from around the world to Charles University. It was exceptionally well run by the
Department of Adult Education and Personnel Management and was a major success. It
demonstrated, among other things, the Department’s ability to introduce and develop the
conference’s central theme in relation to a wide range of conceptual, methodological, and other
approaches within the field.

It is the considered view of the Presidium of ESREA that reducing adult education to a mere
supplementary specialisation within another academic field would represent a significant loss for
students, for Charles University, and for the wider European research community.
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